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AN ORDINANCE creating section 70-86 of the Municipal Code, entitled
"Conversion Therapy Prohibited," regulating the practice of conversion
therapy with regard to minors.

WHEREAS, The City of Sheboygan is a welcoming community to all
people, and does not accept bigotry and hate; and

WHEREAS, contemporary science recognizes that being l^esbian, gay,
bisexual or transgender is part of the natural spectrum of human identity
and is not a disease, disorder, or illness; and

WHEREAS, "conversion therapy," also known as reparative therapy, is
defined as any practices or treatments offered or rendered to consumers
for a fee, including psychological counseling, that seeks to change a
person's sexual orientation or gender identity, including efforts to
change behaviors or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or
romantic attractions or feelings toward individuals of the same gender;
and

WHEREAS, conversion therapy does not include counseling that provides
assistance to a person undergoing gender transition, or counseling that
provides acceptance, support, and understanding of a person or facilitates
a  person's coping, social support, and identity exploration and
development, including sexual-orientation neutral interventions to prevent
or address unlawful conduct or unsafe sexual practices, as long as such
counseling does not seek to change an individual's sexual orientation or
gender identity; and

WHEREAS, conversion therapy has been rejected by every mainstream
medical and mental health organization, including the American
Psychological Association, American Psychiatric Association, American
Medical Association, American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, American Counselor Association, American
School Health Association, National Association of Social Workers and the
Pan American Health Organization; and

WHEREAS, it is well documented that the prevailing opinion of the
medical and psychological community is that conversion therapy has not
been shown to be effective and that it creates a potential risk of serious
harm to those who experience it, including depression, anxiety, substance
abuse, homelessness, and suicidality; and

WHEREAS, in 2015 the White House Office of Communications released a
document critical of conversion therapy titled "Why Conversion Therapy








